
Interested in design?
Do you have an analytical mind?
Enjoy problem solving? 

This could be for you...

Foundation Apprenticeship

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT? 

The Foundation Apprenticeship 
is designed to provide you with 
software design and programming 

WHO IS THE COURSE FOR? 

If you are interested in a career 
in software development, this 
Foundation Apprenticeship will 
provide you with your first steps 
into the industry. If you are entering 
S5, you will commit to a two year 
course. 
When you complete the Foundation 
Apprenticeship, you’ll have an 
industry recognised qualification, 
and the skills and work experience 
you gain will help you to get a 
head start in your future career. 
This qualification will support your 
progress whether you are planning 
to go onto college or university, 
apply for a Modern Apprenticeship 
or go straight into work. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

The National Progression Award 
Units in Year 1 are assessed 
in college and will cover your 
knowledge and understanding of 
the Unit content. Year 2 Units will be 
assessed in your work placement. 
These assessments are practical. 
You will carry out tasks which your 
assessor will observe and let you 
know when you have shown that you 
can carry them out correctly. You 
will also keep a portfolio. Your work 
place assessor will visit you regularly 
to make sure that you are doing 
well and on track with your tasks. 
College staff will also support you 
throughout Year 2.

WHAT DO I NEED?

Qualifications: You need to 
have either National 5 Maths or 
Computing at Grade B or above. 
You should also have at least 
another 2 National 5s at Grade B.
Skills: You should be a fast learner, 
able to work in teams and on your 
own, customer focussed and able to 
solve problems. You’ll need to work 
methodically and logically, have a 
good eye for detail, and be open to 
change.
Interests: You’ll have an interest 
in design and creativity, a 

NEXT STEPS?

On satisfactory completion of the 
Foundation Apprenticeship in 
Information Technology (Software 
Development) you will have a 
solid basis for progression to a 
Modern Apprenticeship or an 
HNC/D college course in Software 
Development. Completion of the 
HND can lead directly to third year 
entry at university. You will also be 
very well placed to progress directly 
to work. Completion of the course 
will gain students 59 SCQF credit 
points.

The Foundation Apprenticeship in 
Information Technology (Software 
Development) is an exciting new 
opportunity open to pupils in fifth 
and sixth year at school. 
You spend part of the week out of 
school, doing hands-on software 
development at college. You will 
also get real-life work experience 
and a recognised qualification.

skills to write and maintain computer 
applications. You will create websites 
and successfully define customer 
requirements taking them from 
initiation to final product.
The following SCQF Level 6 units will 
be studied in college during the first 
year of the course. Together, they 
make up the National Progression 
Award in Software Development:

  Computing: Application
    Development 
    Computing: Authoring a
    Website
    Software Design and
    Development

In Year 1, in addition to formal 
college tuition, time will be devoted 
to work related experience including 
for example, work placements, job 
shadowing, visits to employers, an 
industry challenge and work related 

training. The college will help to find 
you a work placement.
The National Progression Award in 
Software Development provides 
the underpinning knowledge for 
the work placement experience in 
Year 2 where you will learn practical 
skills that are needed to work in the 
industry. 
The following units will be 
completed in a work placement 
during the second year of the 
Foundation Apprenticeship:

    Personal Effectiveness 2
    Health and Safety in IT and
     Telecoms
    Event Driven Programming
    or Procedural Programming 2
    or Object Orientated Programming
    Investigating and Defining
   Customer Requirements for IT
    and Telecoms Systems

This course is available to eligible pupils 
in East, North and South Ayrshire.
LOCATION:  
Kilmarnock Campus
DAYS/TIME: 
Year 1: Tue/Thu 2-4pm in college plus 
industry experience. No other time out of 
school will be required in Year 1.
Year 2: Work placement for 6 hours per 
week, preferably over 1 full day, plus 
portfolio work in college Tuesdays or 
Thursdays 2-4pm.

mathematical or analytical mind 
and excellent problem solving skills. 
You should have a proven interest 
in at least one of the following 
areas: programming, software 
development, application design or 
website creation.
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Great reasons to choose a
Foundation Apprenticeship 
with Ayrshire College...

You should talk to your guidance 
teacher who will help you decide if the 
Foundation Apprenticeship is right for 
you. They will show you how you can 
apply online. Remember, there are 
limited places so get your application in 
as soon as you can.

How to apply...

    You can start these SQA qualifications while
    you are still at school

    Gain a national qualification recognised by employers

    Visits to local employers throughout the course

    Substantial work experience

    Opportunities to be seen by an employer looking to take
    on an apprentice

    Experience to boost your CV or application for college,
    university or a job

    Step into an exciting and growing industry that
    needs skilled people
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