
Read on to find out how to get a head 
start in your career while still at school



There is a constant need for skilled engineers in 
Scotland. Working in the engineering sector is very 
rewarding and satisfying.  

There is a significant shortage of engineers in Scotland
2,500 NEW engineers are needed every year
Engineering wages are higher than the national average 
There are 13,300 engineering employers in Scotland and 
this continues to grow
Possible job sectors include electronic, aerospace, 
civil, biomedical, chemical, electronic, mechanical and 
structural engineering



You can choose a Foundation Apprenticeship as one of your 
subject choices while still at school. The course takes 2 years to 
complete, starting in S5 and finishing end of S6. Transport to 
and from college/employer will be organised and paid for.

You would come to college (Kilmarnock Campus) two 
afternoons a week over 2 years on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
2pm - 5pm. You may also need to attend at least 3 days 
in college over the Easter holiday in Year 2 and spend the 
equivalent of 10 additional days completing an Industry 
Challenge.



GAIN VALUABLE  WORK EXPERIENCE THAT WILL 
HELP  YOU STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD

GAIN A  HEAD START IN  YOUR CAREER  

HANDS-ON WORK EXPERIENCE VIEWED AS 
ESSENTIAL  BY EMPLOYER

GAIN A  NATIONAL  QUALIF ICATION RECOGNISED 
BY EMPLOYERS

BOOST YOUR CV OR APPLICATION FOR AN 
APPRENTICESHIP,  COLLEGE ,  UNI  OR JOB

TRY A  NEW WAY OF  LEARNING OUT OF  SCHOOL

HANDS-ON PRACTICAL  WORK EXPERIENCE

GOOD AT  PROBLEM-SOLVING AND ENJOY
FINDING OUT HOW THINGS WORK



THE FOUNDATION APPRENTICESHIP  IN 

ENGINEERING HAS 3  MAJOR PARTS:

If you achieve the Foundation Apprenticeship, you will have 
a solid basis for progression to a Modern Apprenticeship 
or a Higher National Certificate in a range of engineering 
careers specialisms like:

A National Certificate (NC) in Engineering 

5 units of a Scottish Vocational Qualification Level 2 
Performing Engineering Operations 

Work-related experience and an Industry 
Challenge project

Aeronautical Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Electronic Engineering
Mechanical Engineering



You should have or be working towards National 5 
qualifications in Mathematics during S5. Your guidance 
teacher should think you are capable of working at 
SCQF Level 6, the same level as a Higher qualification.



If you’re interested speak to your Guidance Teacher 
or your school Careers Adviser in the first instance. 
Alternatively, if you’d like to speak to someone at 
Ayrshire College please contact Kirsty Taylor on
01294 559000 ext. 5387 or kirsty.taylor@ayrshire.ac.uk

Successful applicants will be interviewed by College staff 
and will take an aptitude test.

For further information and frequently asked questions visit: 
www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/schools/foundation-apprenticeships
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It is important to demonstrate to students 
what engineering actually looks like in the 
work environment and hopefully inspire 

engineers of the future.

I prefer to learn by being in the workshop 
and practicing what we are learning. I am 

very excited to get to work with a company, 
it’s a brilliant idea. They will get to meet me 

and know my name before I have
even applied for a job.

-Simon Foster, Engineering Director at 
Spirit AeroSystems

- Fraser Wallace, Foundation Apprenticeship 
Engineering student


