Aircraft Engineering

Aircraft
Engineering
Aircraft Engineering is an
exhilarating profession that offers
many opportunities.
Ayrshire is synonymous with being
a hub for aerospace activity, giving
rise to numerous employment
opportunities for aspiring engineers.
But a qualification in Aircraft
Engineering can also lead to a global
career, with currently more than
128,000 jobs in aerospace in the UK.
From ‘hands-on the aircraft’ roles, to
jobs in the intricate field of aircraft
design, the sky’s the limit if you’re
dedicated and willing to work hard.
You can start your journey here, so
what are you waiting for?

Start your career here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Possible Careers
Trainee Mechanic
Sheet Metal Worker
Composites Engineer
Design Engineer
Aerodynamicist
B1/B2 Licenced Engineer
Mechanical Engineer
Avionics Engineer
Flight Test Engineer
Weights Engineer
CAD Technician
Maintenance Engineer
Aircraft Engine Technician
Aircraft Engine Mechanic
Airworthiness Engineer

Katie Waddell
Start here

HNC/D Aeronautical Engineering

Go anywhere

Graduate Mechanical Engineer
Thales
“I’ve always been fascinated with
how things work, particularly how
an aircraft flies. College was a great
experience. The skills I have learned
here I use every day in my job.
I continued my studying at the
University of the West of Scotland,
where I gained a first class honours
degree in Aircraft Engineering, and
this led to an internship with Orbital
Access giving me a great insight into
the aerospace industry. I then joined
Thales as a Graduate Mechanical
Engineer. This involves working on a
variety of mechanical activities within
the naval department where no two
days are the same.
A great engineer enjoys solving
problems, is always curious to find
out how things work and wants to
make a difference to the world.”

Start your story here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Ruairi Wallace
Start here

HNC/D Aircraft Engineering

Go anywhere

Technical Publications Engineer,
BAE Systems
“Growing up I was always interested
in aircraft and other vehicles. I also
had an admiration for Lego® Technic
and other construction based toys.
These helped me develop a sense of
creativity and a curiosity into how the
machines I modelled would work in
real life. This inspired me to follow a
career in aircraft engineering.

After my HND, I achieved a degree
in Aircraft Engineering at UWS in
conjunction with Ayrshire College.
I did a further course in Performing
Engineering Operations. Now I have
secured a job at BAE Systems.
Engineering is one of those professions
where creativity and original thinking
are valued at every part of the job.
When you are an engineer you know
that you are making people’s lives
easier and making the world a better
place to live in.
In my experience the ideal engineer
has a natural sense of curiosity, a good
working memory and a thought pattern
that says there is always room for
improvement in any scenario of life.”

Dougie McClinton
Start here

NC to BEng to BAE Systems

Go anywhere

Ayrshire College Lecturer
“I wanted to be part of something
where I could see what I had created
put into practice. Engineering design
was the perfect choice.
At college and university I learned how
to think analytically, to think outside the
box, to think like an engineer. I learned
all about how aircraft fly and how to
use computer-aided design packages.

I became a Trainee Engineer at BAE
Systems. I worked in many different
roles, primarily within design, aircraft
modifications, design concessions
and aircraft repair design. Now, I am a
lecturer teaching the next generation
of aspiring engineers.
The best thing about being an engineer
is being part of a team which works
together to deliver a final product.”

Start your story here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Let your
dreams
take flight
The variety of courses on offer in
Aircraft Engineering can really make
your career take off.
Studying in our state-of-the art
Aeronautical Engineering Training
Centre will arm you with the skills
to thrive in this ever-evolving and
innovative industry.
Choose from:

Performing Engineering
Operations
Aeronautical Engineering
Aircraft Engineering

Prepare for take-off!
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Why choose
Aircraft Engineering?
•

Aircraft Engineering is cutting
edge: you’re ensuring an
aircraft is fit to fly, and you’re
encouraged to develop
new ideas that will improve
efficiency.

•

You’ll have the opportunity to
work on a range of aircraft,
from commercial airliners to
military jets.

•

Career progression
opportunities are wideranging; you could be signing
off aircraft for flight within a
few years.

“

The aerospace industry is where some of
the most life-changing and groundbreaking
products come from. We propel 600 people at
almost 600 miles per hour at 35,000 feet all
around the globe. I love working in an industry
that makes something as complicated as air
travel as safe, and as efficient, as it is.

Robert Paterson
Training Business Partner
Collins Aerospace

”

Are you right for
the job?

What are employers
looking for?

•

You have the desire to be
employed in a global, everchanging industry and want to
be part of the development of
the next generation of aircraft.

•

Good hand skills

•

Excellent communication skills

•

Qualifications in engineering

You’re quick thinking, analytical
and can remain calm under
pressure.

•

Interest in engineering

•

Start Here

Go Anywhere

We’ll take into account your
qualifications and life experience
to place you on a course that’s
right for you.

You can follow an academic path
to more advanced level courses
at Ayrshire College, or you could
go to university. Our HND Aircraft
Engineering students go into year 3
of the Aircraft Engineering degree at
UWS. Others have obtained year 1
entry at the University of Glasgow.
Alternatively, you can exit at the end
of the academic year and pursue
apprenticeships.
Our Performing Engineering
Operations course teaches hand skills
that are sought after by employers,
with our students taught by staff who
have previous experience of working
in the industry.
79% of Prestwick Aircraft
Maintenance Limited’s apprentice
intake in 2018 were Ayrshire College
students.
The local employers in the
Prestwick Aerospace hub offer a
vast array of job opportunities and
apprenticeships. These jobs are
available at airports, engineering
offices and in live hangar
environments.

Launch your career
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Please check with each university for their
articulation requirements prior to your UCAS
application. Entry is subject to availability
of places and meeting entry requirements,
other options may also be available.

www.ayrshire.ac.uk

