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Horticulture

This is a growing industry, and we’re 
not just talking about 
the plants. 

More and more people are entering 
this field, for the fresh air and for the 
opportunity to express themselves 
creatively. 

Being able to develop a plan and see 
it grow in front of your eyes gives 
you an enormous sense of pride. 

There’s a variety of roles out there 
that require someone with a keen eye 
for detail and who’s ready to adopt a 
hands-on approach.

Possible Careers
Landscape Operative
Garden Centre Worker
Nursery Worker
Forestry
Countryside Ranger
Conservation Gardener
Tree Surgeon
Groundsperson
Caretaker/Maintenance
Landscape Designer
Golf Course Attendant
Arborist
Florist
Horticultural Therapist
Researcher/Laboratory

Grow your career here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303



Jock Wilson
Start here 
NPTC Tree Surgery

Go anywhere
Tree Surgeon at QTS

“I was already working for a local 
tree surgeon but wasn’t progressing 
in my career. So I decided to get 
myself a qualification that employers 
are looking for.

College was a great part of my life. 
Not only did I meet a lot of great 
people, but I picked up skills in 
College that I now use on a
daily basis. 

There’s so much variety in the job - 
one minute I’ll be cutting hedges and 
brambles, the next I’ll be working up 
a high oak tree.

To become a tree surgeon I’d 
definitely advise that you’re fit 
and well, and up for a hard day’s 
graft. You get paid to keep fit, and 
you’ll love it if you’re a fan of the 
outdoors.”

Start your story here  
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303



Josh Niven
Start here 
NQ Garden and Landscaping

Go anywhere
Gardener at Dumfries House

“My Dad was always growing 
his own fruit and veg when I was 
growing up, and his Dad lived 
through the war and experienced 
the ‘dig for victory’ campaign, so 
they were always keen gardeners.

It’s a great feeling to know you’re 
doing your part for the world. When 
the sun’s out, it certainly helps, and 
being able to reap the rewards of 
your hard work is an excellent perk 
of the job.

During the busiest part of the year 
we’ll mainly be sowing seed here in 
the Walled Gardens. In the winter 
it’s mainly maintenance work, raking 
leaves and getting rid of weeds.
I would say to anyone looking to get 
into this line of work: don’t just focus 
on one thing, try to get a broad 
spectrum of knowledge on
the subject.”

Start your story here  
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303



Can you
dig it?
Our excellent partnership links have 
resulted in our students getting to 
work straight away in real working 
environments. We have courses 
based in Dean Castle Country 
Park, and our Tree Surgery courses 
run at the Craigengillen Estate in 
Dalmellington.

Choose from:

Practical Horticulture Skills
Garden and Landscaping
Tree Surgery

Why choose
Horticulture?
• You won’t be stuck behind 

a desk all day. Instead you’ll 
be working in the great 
outdoors. 

• You’ll be able to see the fruits 
of your labour grow right in 
front of your eyes as you plant 
all kinds of flowers, and fruit 
and veg.

• Many people choose to 
enter this industry later in 
life. Don’t just wonder ‘what 
if’, sometimes the grass is 
greener on the other side!

Start your career here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303



“Following a career in horticulture or any outdoor 
profession is not just a job, but is an opportunity to 
do something that you love. It is an important career 
choice that is vital to the health and wellbeing of local 
communities and makes the places where we live far 
more attractive.”

Anneke Freel
Outdoor and Countryside Manager 
East Ayrshire Leisure



Are you right for
the job?
• This industry is perfect for 

nature lovers. You’ll be working 
in all weathers, at all heights 
with all sorts of equipment. The 
job will involve a lot of lifting 
and handling. So you’ll need to 
be relatively fit, physically.

What are employers
looking for?
• Employers are looking for 

someone with a creative spark 
who’s able to use their own 
initiative.

• Someone with an awareness 
of current health and safety 
legislation and regulations, 
who’ll always respect and wear 
the correct personal protective 
equipment.

Are you interested
in working in 
Horticulture?

Start your story here  
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303



Start Here
By now you’ll have realised we’re 
looking for people who are happy 
to work outdoors.

For our Practical Horticulture Skills 
course you’ll also need: Three 
National 3s or equivalent.
 
For our Garden and Landscaping 
course you’ll also need: Three 
National 4s or equivalent 

For our Tree Surgery course you’ll 
also need: Four National 5s or 
equivalent.

Go Anywhere
Once you’ve progressed to SVQ 
Level 6, you’ll be ready for full-
time employment.

Based on your knowledge, you 
may feel comfortable moving 
into self employment. Otherwise, 
there are opportunities available 
with Forestry & Land Scotland, 
Scottish Forestry, local authorities, 
landscaping companies and garden 
centres.
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