Music, Sound Production,
Acting and Technical Theatre

Music, Sound
Production,
Acting and
Technical
Theatre
If you’re passionate about music,
if you have a talent for acting, or
if you have the tenacity and drive
to be a successful sound engineer,
can you turn that into a rewarding
career? Absolutely!
Creative Industries is one of the UK’s
fastest growing sectors. The skills
learned on our courses are hugely
sought after by employers, because
they combine digital and technical
expertise with practical artistic skills
and employability skills.
There are many different ways into
the industry; YouTube and blogging
websites have opened up so many
opportunities to be spotted. Many
of our students become freelancers
- if you’re willing to travel and be
flexible, you can find work. In some
areas like Technical Theatre, there’s a
real skills shortage.

Possible Careers
Live Sound Engineer
Studio Engineer
Broadcast Sound Recordist
Producer
Music Remixer
DJ
Freelance Music Producer
Sound Designer
Dubbing Mixer
Sound Editor
Electronic Music Producer
Guitar/Drum Technician
Tour Manager
Performer
Songwriter

Start your career here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Scott Haddow
Start here

NC Sound Production

Go anywhere

Managing Director
Eleven:Eleven Events

“When I left school I was a labourer
and then trained as a fencer, but I
was miserable working for others.
I am passionate about music and
was interested in the idea of being
self-employed. I came to College to
learn about sound production and
explore ideas for a business startup. It made sense to me to create a
business that uses my creative and
enterprise skills to do something I
love doing.
In the creative industry you have
to make your own opportunities!
I love the energy you get from an
audience. My business offers a
range of entertainment to bars,
clubs, hotels and hosting private
events across Ayrshire and Glasgow.
Entertainment ranges from Comedy
nights, Live Music evenings to Magic
Shows.
During my College course I took the
opportunity to join an Enterprising
Students Programme and write a
business plan. My mentor believed
in me and helped me realise my

potential, and that has had the
biggest impact of all. It’s also lifted
my aspirations – if I didn’t come to
College, I wouldn’t be doing this now.
It really has turned my life around,
and got me to a better place.
Through the Ayrshire College
Foundation I have received a grant
for £5000 to help me develop my
business. The skills I am learning
on my sound production course
are great for helping me create
the perfect sound for my events. I
have learned how to use a mixing
desk to optimise the sound. I will
be continuing on to the HNC Sound
Production course next year, as well
as running my business. It’s just three
days a week, so plenty time to fit
everything in.”

Eilidh Weir
Start here

HND in Acting and Performance

Go anywhere
Actor

“I love the thrill of live theatre, the
opportunity to play with different
accents and characters, and the way
that acting, singing and dancing can
communicate different meanings to
different audiences.
Getting lots of opportunities to
perform in front of live audiences
was an excellent part of the course
and contributed to my growing
confidence on stage.
Since graduating with BA (Hons) in
Musical Theatre, I have performed in
national tours, ‘Theatre in Education’
productions and several traditional
pantomimes. I’ve also done filming
for BBC Three, ending up as a finalist
in the BBC Norman Beaton Radio
Drama Fellowship in London.
The thing I love most about my career
as an actor is the variety - no two
days, or no two shows in fact, are
ever the same. It’s hard work, and a
very competitive industry, but when
you are in a job the reward is huge, as
you are getting paid to do something
you absolutely love, which works
together to deliver a final product.”

Start your story here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Jaime Cross
Start here

HND Sound Production

Go anywhere

Audio Lead, Team Junkfish
“Team Junkfish is an independent
games development studio with
a passion for creating unique,
innovative and high quality games.
I was part of a group of Abertay
University alumni who formed the
company. Our first game release,
Monstrum, quickly became a
favourite for many horror fans
worldwide, receiving nominations
for “Best Debut Game” TIGA award
and “Best Game” Scottish BAFTA
award.
There’s something invigorating about
creating sounds to something that
doesn’t really exist and helping to
bring that to life as part of a team. It’s
rewarding like solving a puzzle – how
will this sound work in a game? What
sounds will happen when the player
does x? What else can we change in
the soundscape to draw them in even
more?”

Start your story here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

A star is
born
With state-of-the-art AVID approved
SSL recording studios, “Rockpool”
Rehearsal Studios, dance studio and
in-house upgraded theatre with new
technical productions gantry, Ayrshire
College provides creative students
unrivalled access to industry standard
facilities.

Music Performance
Sound Production
(Live and Studio)
Acting and Performing
Technical Theatre Production
Computer Game Creative
Design and Production

Start your story here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Why choose Music,
Sound Production,
Acting and Technical
Theatre?
•

Do something you love

•

Work with some amazing
people

•

Be your own boss and choose
the jobs you want to do

•

Enjoy opportunities to express
yourself creatively

•

Help to solve problems through
your own creativity

•

You’ll be using digital skills

“The rewards of being self-

employed are, you get to be
your own boss. If you don’t
like how some things are
working out, you can change
it. I love the responsibility.
Also you can choose your
own work, when you work,
and ultimately you are doing
something you love.”
Krystal Johnstone
Managing Director
STR Productions

Are you right for
the job?

What are employers
looking for?

Talent alone will not get you
into a job

As well as being passionate about
music or performing arts, you
need an understanding of the
industry and how it’s changing.
You need to be able to manage
your time and meet deadlines.
You need to enjoy meeting new
people and be able to interact
with them professionally. Most
of all we need creative people
who have the confidence and
enthusiasm to contribute ideas
and never give up!

•

You’ll be determined to succeed

•

You’ll have resilience, self
discipline and stamina

•

You’ll love working as part of a
team

•

You know you can have
confidence to network and
market yourself

•

You’ll be reliable

•

You’re a creative thinker

Are you interested
in working in Music,
Sound Production,
Acting and
Technical Theatre?

Start your career here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Start Here
Depending on your qualifications,
experience and performance at
an audition, we’ll place you on the
course that best suits your needs.
We’ll help you create a long term
plan to help you achieve your
full potential, giving you the best
chance for employment or further
study at university.

Start your career here
Search and apply for courses
at www.ayrshire.ac.uk
or call Student Services
on 0300 303 0303

Go Anywhere
Music Performance.
Performing Arts Progression
• University of West of Scotland –
BA Performance, BA Digital
Art & Design.

Once you successfully complete
your HNC/D qualification you can
choose from a range of courses at
university.
Music/Sound Production
Progression
• University of Abertay BA (Hons) Game Design and
Production, BA (Hons)
Computer Arts.
• University of West of Scotland
– BA Commercial Music, BA
Commercial Sound Production,
BSc Music Technology.
• University of Highlands and
Islands – BA Music, BA Music
Business, BA Applied Music.
• Royal Conservatoire of Music BEd Music Education, BMus

• Napier University – BA Acting
for Stage and Screen, BA Acting
and English.
• Queen Margaret University BA Acting for Stage and
Screen, BA Costume Design and
Construction, BA Drama.
• Royal Conservatoire of Music –
BA Contemporary Performance
Practice, BA Acting, BA Musical
Theatre, BA Production Arts
and Design.
Technical Theatre Progression
• The Royal Conservatoire of
Scotland - BA Production Arts
and Design - BA Production
Technology and Management.
• Queen Margaret University
Edinburgh - BA/BA (Hons) Costume
Design and Construction.
Please check with each university for their
articulation requirements prior to your UCAS
application. Entry is subject to availability
of places and meeting entry requirements,
other options may also be available.

www.ayrshire.ac.uk

